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GraMMy award-winninG Beninoise sinGer-sonGwriter and activist, anGelique Kidjo has 
Been called “africa’s PreMier diva” By tiMe MaGazine and listed aMonG the continent’s 

50 Most iconic PeoPle By the BBc. But desPite international suPerstardoM, it’s the 
journeys BacK hoMe that are closest to her heart.

West Africa is a part of me and has a huge 
impact on my life. I was born in Cotonou 
and I am half Nigerian (from Ilorin). But 
these days, between my role as a UNICEF 
ambassador and trying to fix the problem 
of child birth certificates in Benin, I don’t 
get enough time at home. I spent two 
weeks in Benin recently and I only saw my 
mum three times. 

The ultimate reward is when i go to Africa and 
see people singing my songs. People stop me 
and say I did something for their life or I 
spoke for them. When I was last in Benin, 
ladies were crying, hugging me and not 
letting me go. When people ask how I sing 
so confidently and with such strength, I 
say ‘Do you not understand?’ Not only do I 
have the whole continent supporting me, I 
have 9 million people in my country who 
support me. How many artists in the 
world have that? They pray for me, 
support my music, sing my songs and  help 

me keep my sanity, stay humble and 
continue to do what I do.

it’s important that Africans visit other 
countries within their region. We don’t know 
each other and that’s where you start. For 
me to know about something going on in 
Nigeria or Cameroon, I have to go through 
the media in the Western world. Our news 
needs to go from one country to the other, 
not only politically but also in terms of 
showcasing the beauty of our countries. 
And if you don’t know, it seems too far. We 
need to do that work first; have multiple 
platforms that allow us to make 
commercials about different countries, 
documentaries and short films about what 
is on offer. We don’t know these things 
because colonisation decentralised 
everything. What is our culture? We 
usually have to come to Europe or the US 
to see it. If we showcase our continent, 
people will go from one country to the 

other. I travel a lot in Africa and want to go 
to more places. What I also like to do is go 
to countries where the diaspora still has 
Africa running through its veins. Recently 
I went to Jamaica. I have been to Barbados, 
Brazil and Cuba. I go to all those places 
and see where Africa is living outside of its 
roots.

times are changing and Africa is the next the 
big thing. It depends solely on us not to 
miss the opportunity. What I want to tell 
young people is that if you get a place in 
politics, do it well. Whatever the 
negotiation, make your country and your 
people part of it. How do we make every 
citizen of our countries able to have three 
meals a day, good access to education and 
develop our nations from within? To be 
able to succeed, we have to put people in a 
position of responsibility. If you start 
doing a deal and it is not working, bring it 
to TV and national attention, invite the 
country and corporations and say ‘this is 
what is going on. Let’s vote for it. Do you 
want it?’ That way, you create a coalition 
with civil society and everyone can be 
accountable to one another. I believe in the 
future of our continent. 
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