
 7 – 11 March 

Celebrating the  
formidable strength 
and inventiveness  
of women



From 9.45am

JUDE – AN INTRODUCTION TO
WOW: didn’t we talk about
women last year?
Ballroom, 9.45am  – 10am

Jude Kelly, Southbank Centre’s Artistic 
Director and founder of WOW – Women of the 
World introduces the festival.

IT’S THE ECONOMY, STUPID
The Clore Ballroom at Royal Festival Hall,  
10am – 11.15am

Rosie Boycott chairs the panel on why we 
should all care about global finance,  
including Polly Toynbee, political and social 
commentator at The Guardian and Frances 
O’Grady, TUC Deputy General Secretary, who is 
the first woman ever to hold this post.

From 11.30am

HOLDING ON TO TALENT
Queen Elizabeth Hall, 11.30am – 12.30pm

A lot is reported on how to get more women on 
to boards, but the catastrophic lack of women at 
senior levels often gets missed. Keeping women 
on track is now a business imperative. Find out 
how the world’s most innovative companies are 
making this happen. Chaired by Denise Jagger, in 
partnership with Eversheds. Panellists include 
GE Capital Direct Chairman Noel Harwerth, 
author and entrepreneur Christina Ioannidis, 
Head of Diversity & Inclusion at Google Mark 
Palmer-Edgecumbe and Managing Director, 
Global Head of Diversity, Deutsche Bank AG 
Eileen Taylor. 
Chaired by Denise Jagger, in partnership with Eversheds.

SELLING US SHORT? 
The Clore Ballroom at Royal Festival Hall,  
11.30am – 12.30pm

Who decides what products should be sold 
to women and how are women used to sell 
products to men? How have the imagery 
and attitude towards women as consumers 
changed over the last 40 years and has the 
feminist debate influenced the choices made 
by creative agencies? Panellists, including 
Chairman of Interbrand UK Rita Clifton,  
Andrew Cracknell,  Author of the Real Mad 
Men and former agency Creative Director and 
Chairman and Gail Parminter, founder and 
creative director of Madwomen,  an ad agency 
specialising in advertising to women, ask what 
has changed and what’s stayed the same?

SPEED MENTORING 
Spirit Level at Royal Festival Hall,  
11.30am – 1pm

Sign up to one of the speed mentoring 
sessions happening across the festival. 
Share your challenge with high-level experts 
across all fields from theatre directors to 
geoscientists during 15-minute mentoring 
sessions and meet other women who face  
the same challenges.  Sign up at 
wowmentoring@southbankcentre.co.uk

If you have a Friday/3 Day Pass, choose one event to attend in each time slot and arrive early,  
as it’s first come first served.

FRIDAY 9 MARCH day pass                                                                                                                                       



LOSING IT (EXcerpts) –
starring RUBY WAX and 
judith owen  
Spirit Level at Royal Festival Hall,  
11.30am – 12.30pm

One in four of us is affected by mental illness. 
Ruby Wax had it all –career, dream house, 
husband, kids – so when was the moment she 
realised she was the one in four? Somewhere 
between painting her kitchen beige (again), 
and realising she didn’t own a life manual or 
comprehend the contents of a children’s party 
bag. Ruby’s acerbic, honest humour and Judith 
Owen’s touching songs are both poignant and 
laugh-out-loud funny. This show gives you 
the chance to explore the ups and downs of 
mental illness, its stigmas and the freedom 
you discover when you share the darkest 
moments of your life.

TOO POOR FOR POWER?: GIVING
WOMEN POWER IN THE AGE OF
AUSTERITY
Level 5 Function Room at Royal Festival Hall, 
11.30am – 12.30pm

Consumer power, political power, life chances, 
independence... do they all really boil down to 
money? Can we empower women without a 
price tag? This panel looks at the impact of hard 
times on UK women’s ability to exercise control 
over their own lives and their wider world. 
In partnership with the Fawcett Society.

From 1pm

ONE WOMAN’S LEADERSHIP IN
TRANSFORMING A MALE PRISON
– A NO-COST REPLICABLE MODEL
BY DR KIRAN BEDI
Queen Elizabeth Hall, 1pm – 2pm

Dr Kiran Bedi was the first and highest-
ranking woman in the Indian Police Service, a 
former Inspector of Prisons, and is renowned 
for reforming the famous Tihar jail in Delhi 
using tough love, yoga and meditation. Now a 
celebrity in India, Dr Bedi gives her life story in 
this talk.

If you have a Friday/3 Day Pass, choose one event to attend in each time slot and arrive early,  
as it’s first come first served.

FRIDAY 9 MARCH day pass                                                                                                                                       



DUODORT: QUANTULUM –
FRIDAY LUNCH
Central Bar at Royal Festival Hall, 1pm

Contemporary music combining the powers 
of this piano duo, featuring commissions from 
six young female composers – Kerry Andrew, 
Christine Abdelnour, Ailís Ní Ríain, Helena 
Gough, Yuko Ohara and Elo Masing. 
Supported by Arts Council England and PRS for Music 
Foundation. 

From 2.15pm

BATTERING DOWN THE DOOR:
THE TRUTH ABOUT DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE – GLOBAL
Queen Elizabeth Hall, 2.15pm – 3.15pm

Across the world, at least one in three women 
is beaten, coerced into sex or otherwise 
abused by an intimate partner in the course 
of her lifetime. In the UK domestic violence 
currently affects one in four women and one 
in six men. Baroness Scotland, founder of 
the Global Foundation for the Elimination of 
Domestic Violence, talks about the realities of 
domestic violence with leading campaigners.

CRASH AND BURN
Blue Room/St Paul’s, 2.15pm – 3.15pm

We all have the capacity to self destruct. Rosie 
Boycott, a recovered alcoholic, is joined by 
panellists Ruby Wax, who was hospitalised with 
what she calls ‘the tsunami of all depressions’, 
comedian Angie le Mar on the crisis of 
confidence that nearly ended her career and 
Cosmo’s agony aunt Irma Kurtz, to open up 
about what happens when your life hits the wall.

ENEMIES OF GOOD ART 
The Clore Ballroom at Royal Festival Hall,  
2.30pm – 4pm

In his 1938 novel Enemies of Promise, Cyril 
Connolly asserted that there is no more 
sombre enemy of good art than the pram in 
the hall. Through our debates and discussions 
we have found that women with small children 
continue to feel excluded from art practice and 
art-related events in galleries and museums. 
Join us to discuss how we might change this. 
We encourage you to bring your babies and/or 
small children.

SPEED MENTORING 
Spirit Level at Royal Festival Hall, 2.30pm – 4pm

Sign up to one of the speed mentoring 
sessions happening across the festival. 
Share your challenge with high-level experts 
across all fields from theatre directors to 
geoscientists during 15-minute mentoring 
sessions and meet other women who face  
the same challenges. Sign up at  
wowmentoring@southbankcentre.co.uk

If you have a Friday/3 Day Pass, choose one event to attend in each time slot and arrive early,  
as it’s first come first served.

FRIDAY 9 MARCH day pass                                                                                                                                       



LYNNE FRANKS’ SEED CLINIC
Level 5 Function Room at Royal Festival Hall,  
2.30pm – 5pm

Women’s Business Empowerment Guru  
Lynne Franks, author of The SEED Handbook, 
The Feminine Way To Do Business, invites you 
to join her and her SEED Coaches to learn how 
to start your own sustainable business based 
on the SEED values of connection, community 
and collaboration. Using one-to-ones and an 
interactive workshop, you will leave feeling 
inspired and confident that you can create the 
business of your dreams. 

This session is followed by an interview with 
Lynne Franks.

PLEASE SIR, CAN I HAVE SOME
MORE? HOW TO NEGOTIATE A
PAY RISE
Spirit Level at Royal Festival Hall,  
2.30pm – 3.30pm 

Women are said to be much less likely to ask 
for a pay rise than men. We try to level the 
statistics and offer a masterclass with Jan 
Hall, founding partner of the JCA Group, a top 
level, international head hunting firm, who 
knows exactly how to do it. 

Followed by an interview with Jan Hall by  
Jude Kelly, Southbank Centre and WOW 
Artistic Director.

From 3.45pm

RALLYING THE TROOPS 
Queen Elizabeth Hall, 3.45pm – 4.45pm

Women have campaigned for change since 
the start of recorded history.  Join co-founder 
of Mumsnet Justine Roberts, Director of 
Liberty Shami Chakrabarti, disability rights 
campaigner and Paralympian Baroness 
Grey-Thompson DBE and broadcaster 
June Sarpong, co-founder of WIE (Women 
Inspiration and Enterprise) to discuss what 
drives them and how they inspire others to go 
on the journey with them. 
Chaired by Jude Kelly.

If you have a Friday/3 Day Pass, choose one event to attend in each time slot and arrive early,  
as it’s first come first served.

FRIDAY 9 MARCH day pass                                                                                                                                       




